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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 December 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-3.6-10 and 13-17 is/are rejected. 

7) [3 Claim(s) 4.11 and 12 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 09/21/06, 04/23/09.The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one of the four 
statutory categories of invention. While the claims recite a series of steps or acts to be 
performed, a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to another 
statutory category (such as a particular apparatus), or (2) transform underlying subject 
matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or thing (Reference the May 
15, 2008 memorandum issued by Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examining Policy, 
John J. Love, titled "Clarification of 'Processes' under 35 U.S.C. 101"). The instant 
claims neither transform underlying subject matter nor positively tie to another statutory 
category that accomplishes the claimed method steps, and therefore do not qualify as a 
statutory process. For example, in the independent claim 1, the steps of "providing", 
"clipping" are not tied to a statutory category such as a particular apparatus. Thus, to 
qualify as a § 101 statutory process, the claim should positively recite the other statutory 
class (the thing or product) to which it is tied, for example by identifying the apparatus 
that accomplishes the method steps, or positively recite the subject matter that is being 
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transformed, for example by identifying the material that is being changed to a different 
state. 

4. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claimed subject is rejected under 35 USC 101 for being "software per se". 
The claimed invention is addressed to "a computer-executable program" that can be 
reasonably interpreted as referring to lines of programming within the software system, 
rather than referring to the system as a physical object. The claimed invention is also 
addressed to "the program comprising instructions" that is not a hardware system but is 
a software. Accordingly, the claims become nothing more than sets of software 
instructions which are "software per se". 

"Software per se" is non-statutory under 35 USC 101 because it is merely a set 
instruction without any defined tangible output or tangible result being produced. The 
requirement for tangible result under 35 USC 101 is defined in State Street Bank & 
Trust Co. v. Signature Financial Group Inc., 149 F.3d 1368, 47USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1998). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-3, 6-10, 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kunita et al. U.S. Pub. No. 2007/0122027. 

Claims 1, 6-10, 13-17, Kunita et al discloses a method for producing a multi- 
viewpoint image for three-dimensional image display which acquires a multi-viewpoint 
image used for three-dimensional image display for providing parallax in a horizontal 
direction to cause a viewer to recognize three-dimensional image (fig. 7; paragraphs 
001 1 , 021 6, 0351 ), comprising: providing a plurality of viewpoints to be spaced at equal 
intervals in direction perpendicular to a single reference projection plane including target 
viewpoints serving as reference are spaced at constant intervals in a first direction 
parallel to the reference projection plane (paragraphs 0014, 0017, 0018); providing a 
plurality of individual target viewpoints which are respectively different from the target 
viewpoints serving as reference and serve as feet of a perpendicular to the plurality of 
viewpoints, corresponding to the respective viewpoint, on a projection plane which is a 
plane including the reference projection plane (paragraphs 0213, 0217); while the 
shapes and the areas, of the individual projection planes which are regions in the 
projection planes of images acquired from the plurality of viewpoints are kept constant, 
making determination such that the shapes and the sizes of the individual projection 
planes are included in the reference projection plane in overlapping regions of the 
individual projection planes acquired from two viewpoints positioned at the outermost 
positions of the plurality of viewpoints (paragraph 0359); and clipping only regions of the 
reference projection plane from the individual projection planes acquired from the 
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respective viewpoints to form a multi-viewpoint image for three-dimensional image 
display (paragraphs 0230, 0439, 0483). 

Claims 2 and 3, Kunita discloses the resolutions of the respective viewpoint 
images can be defined such that the resolution of the reference projection plane 
substantially coincides (overlapping) with the resolution of a 3D image (paragraph 
0359). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 4, 5, 1 1 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art does not teach an angle of 50 degrees and 60 degrees. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimbinh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7644. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:00 AM 
to 5:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xiao Wu can be reached at (571 ) 272-7761 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

May 1 1 , 2009 



/Kimbinh T. Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2628 



